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Matthias Schaller presents an enigmatic insighd afcity that has evoked powerful reactions to
produce astonishing achievements in the historguiture. Venice; the city of life, lights and
death, is famous for it's abundance of art, liter@tand architecture. Matthias Schaller's
photographs are a contemporary representationeobittersweet paradox that is Venice as a city
and how this then transcends into a philosophyuafidmity.

Ben Brown Fine Arts is pleased to present the GerRizotographer Matthias Schaller, showing
for the first time in Britain, a series of photoghs depicting The Controfacciata (‘the back of the
facade’). The series was executed between PomR&ltib and Piazza San Marco in Venice from
2004 -2007.

For Matthias Schaller these are not just intersstill lives, the exterior becomes the interas,
the water that surrounds Venice will eventuallydrae Venice. All of the rooms are photographed
on thepiano nobile, where the composition creates a metaphysicasitran from the building to
the being that inhabit it. The view he creates bagome the head-space from which it is
understood. The windows, as the view points toditg signify the relationship of exterior to
interior and how it is understood. The icy sharpoas stimulate the atmospheric tension of the
season and the presence of the water is evideheireflections of the ceilings and floors. We are
shown the effects of nature during winter on theasing Venetian architecture and as a result, a
landscape creates the tincture of the portrait.

Associated with the school of Bernd & Hilla Beclaed likened to the manipulation techniques of
Andreas Gursky, he uses a digital camera to phapdgthe interior and constructs the image with
Photoshop. He approaches the subject of Interimtdgnaphy with a poetic understanding to
produce a contemplative series of work, that maivgdrecision, to reveal not only the glory of
Venice but the mysteries and complexities in tHati@ship of nature to mankind. Schaller has
photographed in a city that is disappearing as xi&,eparallel to the very nature of life itselfdan
what some believe to be the essence of Photography.

He has had many successful solo exhibitions su¢Btaslio Gursky"”, Goethe-Institut, New York
City and "Werkbildnis", Biennale di Architetturag¥ezia (ltaly) and also holds an MA in Cultural
Anthropology. He lives and works in both New Y@ukd Venice.

Catalogue available with text written by RichardeDy
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